SCRD Halfmoon Bay 
Director Garry Nohr
E-Mail Newsletter #5
This is the fifth newsletter to be sent out by e-mail to the constituents. If your neighbor does not receive this newsletter, please help them get on the list. 
Please call me with any concerns at 
604-741-7729
New e-mail is glnohr@dccnet.com
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) of SCRD as of June 5 is John France
I will repeat some information in this newsletter as many new people have joined the Halfmoon Bay Directors newsletter requesting information on the PPA mine.
Highlights of this letter
Connor Park-committee to meet
Parks Master Plan
Information on Pan Pacific Aggregate’s mining proposal
The Directors visit to Victoria to speak with the Minister of State for Mines, Bill Bennett.
Brian Smith is the alternate director for Halfmoon Bay and will attend any meetings at SCRD if I am unable to attend.
Information on Connor Park
The SCRD staff have only now been able to get to this item even though the discussion to reconvene the committee was presented last December. SCRD staff have been extremely busy with the recreation centers and simply did not have time till now.
There will a meeting next week of the original Connor Park advisory group.
I understand they will be asked to look at the original plans from four years ago. If they are satisfied with the plans they will stay as presented to the SCRD Board.
If they are not satisfied there could be a call for new committee to discuss any suggested changes.
There will still be discussions with the school board on this issue at the Joint use Committee although there were no plans made for this option.
Parks and Trails
General Information on the Parks Master Plan Initiatives
The Sunshine Coast Regional District operates a community Parks Function in Electoral Areas A, B, D, E, and F.
In 2005, the SCRD Board approved a Strategic Parks Master plan. The plan was developed with extensive public input through a Board appointed Advisory Committee, which hosted a series of open house and information gathering sessions.
The SCRD plans to borrow $1.2 million financed over 15 years. Without the proposed borrowing, the amount would be funded through the annual financial plan over a five (5) year period, creating larger annual payments by the tax payer.
Area B costs for the Parks Master Plan 
Residential total annual cost over 15years              5 years 
                                                $122,068                $240,000
Taxation per $100k of assessed value
                                                        $2.68   $5.27
What does the Parks Master plan include?
Community Partnerships
Trail Connections
Park Acquisition
Sports Fields
Environmental Management strategy
Operations
Staff Resources
It is recommended that SCRD budget planning process incorporate the following capital budget allocations over the next five years.
                Community Parks         Trails
2006                    $205.000                        $71,000
2007                    $271,000                        $82,000
2008                    $121,500                        $79,000
2009                    $   83,000                      $77,000
This proposal is going through the Alternative Approval Process which you will find information on at SCRD or in the Coast Reporter
Budget Assessments
People have contacted me on this issue as they have received their tax notices. Halfmoon Bay residents have had a major increase in tax assessments which have brought about higher tax notices.
The SCRD Directors scrutinize the budget thoroughly in Jan/Feb and try to reduce any tax increase to a minium.22% of your increase was the recreation centers which are now underway.
Mine meetings
 As you are aware PPA has purchased property in Wood Bay on the border area of Halfmoon Bay and Pender Harbour. Latest information as of June 8 is that the mine will continue their proposal of running a shipping dock from Wood Bay The mine  proposal would see a deep water dock built out 250 meters from Wood Bay to support freighters which would travel to California. There would be a 10 Kilometre conveyor belt built from the Northern Mine to Wood Bay with approximately a 50 meter swath cut out of the forest to allow for the conveyor. As part of this clearing there will be an axis road for repair vehicles. Both the conveyor and the dock will have lights for operation and security.
Recently John Rees, CRD Board chair and I went to Victoria to present petitions from Sunshine Coast residents and also written information on concerns for recreation and shipping safety on this project. 
The Minister informed us the government was trying to improve the mining industry in British Columbia but they also have to be cognizant of the concerns of residents in those areas. He had a real knowledge about this mine as he has received many e-mails which brought his attention to the different concerns for fish, wildlife and water. He had been informed that there were only six residents in the Wood Bay area and I was quick to inform him that there were 70 homes within the 1500 meter noise range that PPA staff had said would be in the area affected by the conveyor and shipping dock.
The minister was informed that there is a real fear that this mine will also affect the water supply for a good portion of the Pender Harbour area.  The minister was requested to have an independent Hydrology study as part of the environmental study.
The minister made us aware of the process and kept repeating that this environmental process was a long and drawn out process. Because there is a real concern addressed by the citizens of the Sunshine Coast PPA would have to go through all environmental processes.
The Minister had four of his staff there and they all listened to our concerns and then the Minister gave us direct axis to his Deputy Minister if we have any concerns in the future.
The major concern we addressed to the Minister was that of the government overriding any local zoning, he listened but did not commit.
The Minister was asked “How much was the Government charging for the Crown Land they were allowing PPA to use?” He did not answer.
The mine will be going through many environmental evaluations for the next two years both provincially and federally.
The mine intends that the conveyor will go through Crown land down to the highway at Wood Bay. There intention is to go under the highway and then across private land to a freighter terminal. 
There have been many questions asked of me on the process to have a freighter terminal at Wood Bay. Here is the information that I have been able to get for any planning related to the terminal.
SCRD Processes
Property on the waterfront is designated as residential B in the Halfmoon Bay Official Community Plan (OCP) as rural on the upland and as future public recreational use on the foreshore. Neither of these activities provide for industrial use as a conveyor system or for a barge terminal.
Property is zoned RU2 on the upland and W1 on the foreshore. Neither of these zones provide for a conveyor system or barge terminal. The RU2 zone also does not provide for processing.
An amendment to both the Halfmoon Bay OCP and a concurrent amendment to the zoning bylaw would be required.
The OCP amendment to be considered would likely designate the conveyor route for industrial transportation, and a land use zone specifically for this purpose would also likely be developed for consideration. A zoning permit to allow processing on-site would also have to be applied for where the materials are being taken out of the ground, crushed and stockpiled.
OCP amendments and zoning amendments require referrals to APC’s, First Nations, identified provincial agencies that have an interest in the application (e.g. Ministry of Transportation, Fisheries and Oceans, Island Trust etc). Public information meetings are required prior to any public meeting.
Provincial Processes for the Mine
        The SCRD would get a referral from the Province on the use of Crown Lands for the conveyor system and foreshore license of occupation or lease areas. They should also get a referral on any water license applications. 
Carlson Point, on the Sechelt Inlet, is in Halfmoon Bay (Area B) I will include information from this area and the processes that SCRD would be responsible for.
This area is outside the Halfmoon Bay OCP and therefore no amendment to the OCP would be required. 
Property on the upland is zoned RU2 and I2 on the foreshore. The I2 zoning permits a barge ramp, waterfront freight handling facilities including bulk handling facilities. Therefore the I2 zoning is in place for what the mine has said they intend to do in that area. The mine would need an assembly and stock piling and storage area which will require industrial zoning. The mine will also need rezoning to run a conveyor belt.
Provincial Processes
The SCRD should get a referral from the province on the use of Crown Lands for the conveyor system and foreshore license of occupation or lease areas. SCRD should also get a referral on any water license applications.
Concerns about Bill 75 (2003) - Significant Project Streamlining Act
A question that I have been asked from constituents, “Does BC Cabinet Ministers have the power to overrule Environmental Legislation and Local government under Bill 75?”
This Act was brought in to assist the construction of the Olympics. This Act does give powers to BC ministers to override local objection or constraints to a designated project. There is a very defined and detailed process which any Minister must go through before this Act could be enforced. 
This Act has not been used to this point. 
PPA has been asking for rezoning in certain areas in Halfmoon Bay and has been turned down in some but has now decided to go through the proper process for temporary use in ALR land on Mason Road.
There will be a public information meeting as part of this process, date to be announced.
Island Trust
As there is an island in Wood Bay it would come under policies of Island Trust.
Island Trust Policy Statement
3.4 Coastal and Marine Ecosystems
Commitments of Trust Council
3.4.1 It is the position of Trust Council that development should not be allowed within a line drawn 300 meters offshore or mid-channel (whichever is less) of any island or islet in the Trust area owned entirely by the Crown or affected by Order in Council 467
Budget Information
Police financing in BC- small communities to pay for policing
The following is from government of B.C. information
I recently went to a Provincial workshop on Rural Policing and the Minister reconfirmed that the government needs $30 000 000 more for Rural Policing
The province is moving forward with plans to have a new model in municipalities under 5000 and rural areas in January 2007. Under the new tax model to come out 50% of the Province’s cost of providing local police services to small communities will be appointed to each community using a formulas that combines property assessment values and population. The inclusion of population in the apportionment formula means that regional differences in residential property values will be moderated somewhat, resulting in a more uniform effect throughout the Province. The apportionment formula also reflects ability too pay, and areas with strong tax bases will generally pay more on a home of average value than areas with weaker ones. It is estimated that ninety-two percent of communities will pay less than $75 per year on their taxes on an average value single family dwelling.
The method of requisitioning and collecting the amounts apportioned to each community will be aligned with the school tax.
Water Information
There is a ten year water plan at SCRD
As part of the water plan there is a conscious effort to reduce the amount of water leaks throughout the system. A water meter have been put in on any new or replaced water lines and in all new building construction and this is helping SCRD staff to monitor for any leaks in the system.
There has been 400 water meters put in on the coast in the last two years with 35 in the last month.
Bathroom Fixture Replacement program part of the ten year water plan
The $200 toilet rebate program continues to be available for those SCRD water customers.
The primary benefit of this plan is the increased water savings. Reduced demand of water also provides more water for in-stream flows that are important for fish habitat and healthy riparian areas.
SCRD infrastructure staff estimate water savings from the bathroom fixture replacement program could provide sufficient water to service approximately 1500 household units or equivalent to 5 years worth of new housing development serviced by the Regional District’s water system 
Ports Information
The Federal Government provided operational funding of 1.2 million for a five year period starting in June 2001 for the eight ports under SCRD jurisdiction. The regional district will now have to tax for maintenance of these docks, Vaucroft, Halfmoon Bay, Eastbourne, Keats Landing, Gambier Harbour, Halkett Bay, Port Graves and Hopkins Landing. I have been asked if these docks are all public docks and will report on this in future newsletters.
Land Fill
Land fill will maintain the $5 minimum charge
There will be an increase in Tipping fees starting June 1, 2006 from $75 to $80 per ton
The free brush and garden waste program will continue at the landfill
Independent Power Projects in the SCRD
There are 23 projects in SCRD region with four in Pender Harbour (A), fourteen in Halfmoon Bay (B), one in Area D and four in Area F. Three projects are completed; Because of Bill 30 which has just gone through third reading, four rezoning applications are now on hold and nine of the sixteen potential projects have submitted applications for land and water tenure to the Integrated Land Management Bureau.
Morning Meetings
I will be at the stores at the same times 8:15 till 8:45am on Thursdays at Welcome Woods and 9:00am at the Upper Crust & Halfmoon Bay Store
Tell me your views at glnohr@dccnet.com
Garry Nohr
Director Halfmoon Bay (Area B)
Cell 604-741-7729 
