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Mining Company Targets Pristine Sunshine Coast Bay 

WOOD BAY, BRITISH COLUMBIA –  Organizers of Save Our Sunshine Coast (SOSC)  are expecting a large turn out to a public meeting at the Halfmoon Bay Elementary School, 8086 Northwood, Halfmoon Bay, on Sunday, May 14 at 2 pm to inform property owners, tourism operators, conservationists and marine travelers about a proposal by British-based mining company, Pan Pacific Aggregates Ltd. (PPA) to turn Wood Bay, a pristine cove midway between Sechelt and Pender Harbour, into an industrial area.  News of PPA’s plans for Wood Bay is now reaching area residents as well as cottage owners on neighbouring islands, but has not yet been publicized on the Lower Mainland or elsewhere in B.C.  

PPA has an offer on property in Wood Bay, where they want to build a deep water loading facility that would extend 150 metres into Malaspina Strait and accommodate Panamax-sized freighters.   The loading facility would connect with a 10-kilometre conveyor belt and transport carbonate ore, or limestone, from a series of mines PPA wants to develop in the Caren Range, Canada’s oldest recorded forest.   The proposal would transform an idyllic residential and recreational area into an industrial zone and create freighter traffic in a waterway that is a haven for recreational boaters, and gateway to Desolation Sound.

Save Our Sunshine Coast came into existence April 9 when neighbours around Wood Bay inadvertently got wind of PPA’s plans.   Although the PPA website (www.panagg.com) says only six residents would be affected, 50 neighbours converged on 24 hours notice when the plan was discovered.   “On my map I count seventy-five homes plus a major tourist facility within 1500 metres of Wood Bay that will be directly affected by PPA’s deep water loading facility,” says long time Secret Cove resident George Lenz.   

This is PPA’s second attempt to find a shipping outlet for its proposed aggregate ore mines on the Sunshine Coast.  Residents along the Sechelt Inlet and Skookumchuk Narrows have so far opposed PPA’s plans to use that route, although the company still plans to send at least one barge load per week from its southern mine through that passageway.  

The Sechelt Indian Band, which signed a Memorandum of Understanding last fall to work with PPA, have now decided to hold a referendum within their band this June because of opposition from elders to PPA’s plans to mine in traditional territory.

Nearly one million visitors, almost half from outside the province, visit the Sunshine Coast each year.  
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