Public Meeting with PPA and Residents Sept. 17, 2009

We attended the meeting on Thursday at the Senior's Center in Sechelt.  There were approximately 100 residents in attendance.

The meeting was chaired by a government moderator, Alf Randal

Chief Mines Inspector Ed Taje, and Executive director of Major Mines Projects Ron Bronstein represented the provincial government

PPA had their spokesperson David Pow and Executive director Euan McAlpine










  

Local governments in attendance were:

SCRD Chair,Donna Shugar

SCRD Area B rep, Garry Nohr

SCRD Planner David Rafael

Sechelt Mayor, Darren Inkster

Sechelt Councillors, Alice Janish, Alice Lutes.

At 7:00PM,  Mr. Pow began with a presentation about PPA's proposals for the South Mine site for Work on the Mission Hill Project and Mineral Lease 391695 Notice of Work for a Mine Permit.

There appeared to be some variation in the plan regarding the number of trucks now planned to haul out down Mason Rd. with a elementary school on the corner, and then to NorWest Bay Rd. This poses a public safety concern.

At the January 15th, 2009 meeting, Mr. Pow said the proposed plan for hauling was that, trucks intended for use on the project are capable of hauling 20 – 40 tonnes per load.  Twenty tonne trucks, would haul 20 loads per day and forty tonne trucks, would haul 10 loads per day. This means 30 haul trucks per day, which equates to 60 truck trips per day, up and down Mason Road.

The planned route was down Mason Road to the highway and through Sechelt to Construction Aggregates.

However, Michael Latimer, from Construction Aggregates spoke at the meeting last Thursday Sept 17th, saying that Con Agg, has not been in discussions with PPA, and currently has no plans to do so. He also spoke about PPA’s reclamation plan and said that, since the area being discussed has only a very thin layer of topsoil, he questioned if there would be sufficient topsoil for replacement for PPA to carry through its reclamation plans.

Mining inspector Ed Taje was asked about PPA’s existing permit QP -7-19 where it states the Mining lease classifies the operation as a Small Producer and allows the Company to extract 250,000 tonnes per year without any restrictions. 

The existing permit also states that beyond 250,000 tonnes, the Ministry of Mines increases supervision of the property to aid in the transition from Small Produce to a Large Producer designation.   This then would allow them to remove up to 1 million tonnes per year with a Small Produce designation.

This information was taken from PPA’s prospectus ACA Howe report Page 41.

Ed Taje said that was not exactly correct. Beyond 250,000 they would be subject to an Environmental Assessment process.

Mr. Pow spoke about their proposals to barge out of Carlson Point as their principal means of taking crushed rock off site.  He said they would likely need to upgrade the steep gravel road leading from the mine site to Carlson Point. He said this would mean fewer trucks taking loads out on Mason Road.

The licensing issue at Carlson Pt. was raised.  A Tuwanek resident told Pow the license at Carlson Point is for log dump and storage only, and that it would require a license from Integrated Land Management Bureau for their proposals.  Pow said PPA had talked with Forestry who, he suggested, was in favour of their plans.  The resident stated that any use other than the log dump and temporary storage is illegal until licensed by ILMB.  Pow still insisted that it was not!  

Mr. Pow was asked where PPA would get their water from needed in the process, and he said from the streams and lakes nearby.  However he did not state names of streams or lakes.

Carlson Point residents are understandably very upset as this would involve trucks coming down a very steep road to the barge out, a conveyor belt and crushed rock freefalling into the barges.  They are very concerned about their water supply, which comes from the lakes and streams in the vicinity, also air quality, and the constant noise. Sechelt residents from Sandy Hook to Tuwanek would be seriously impacted as well

Mr. Pow said their plan included going through the Skookumchuck Rapids by barge.   He was asked if he had seen the video on Youtube, where this summer, a tug pulling a barge through the narrows tipped over, and a crew member had to be rescued.  He had not.

It was also stated that Dr. David Suzuki said the Skookumchuck is an ecological treasure, and should be protected.   

Mr. Pow spoke about the hours of operation and the tugs going out.  What he neglected to think about is, that the tides don’t have business hours from 7:00AM to 5:00PM. He also said that when required they would work beyond the 7a.m. to 7 p.m. restrictions

Area Director B Halfmoon Bay, Garry Nohr gave a very powerful presentation regarding the credibility of PPA and the need for the Mines Ministry to listen to the concerns of the SCRD and other local governments. 

There were several members of the Sechelt Indian Band present.  PPA was reminded that their proposals are within SIB’s traditional territories.

A Halfmoon Bay resident raised the question,” is there consideration given to recreational uses in the area?” i.e. established hiking and biking trails in the area.  The answer was no.

The meeting continued until 9:00 PM with residents speaking against all proposals and expressing their disgust that they were being harassed after four years of strong community opposition to Pan Pacific’s proposals.  There was not one comment in favour of PPA’s proposals. Obviously this community does not want any more open pit mining on the Sechelt Peninsula.    One mine is enough!

The question asked repeatedly throughout the evening was, “How many times, over how many years are we going to be called on to fight to protect our community from PPA?” 

We need to continue emphasizing public support for our local governments to protect the Sechelt Peninsula from open pit mining. 

