SAVE OUR SUNSHINE COAST

BACKGROUNDER

Save Our Sunshine Coast (SOSC) is a citizens’ group dedicated to preserving Wood Bay, a pristine cove on B.C.’s spectacular Sunshine Coast, from industrial development.  The SOSC website is www.saveoursunshinecoast.com.  

Pan Pacific Aggregates Ltd. (PPA) is a mining company incorporated in B.C. in November, 2004.  It is a wholly owned subsidiary of the UK-based Pan Pacific Aggregates plc, and is listed on the AIM Exchange. 

PPA’s purpose is “to develop, manage, mine and market a substantial potential source of industrial minerals, performance minerals and construction aggregates on the Sechelt Peninsula in British Columbia.”  (Source:  www.panagg.com)

PPA used electronic surveying to stake claims over much of the Sunshine Coast.  Electronic surveying enables companies to stake claims without any ground surveys.

PPA currently has plans for two mines on the Sechelt Peninsula: the Southern Skarn Project, located at an existing mine site three kilometres north of Sechelt; and the Sechelt Carbonate Project, or northern mine, located 15 kilometres north of Sechelt in the Carlson Creek area of the Caren Range.  The Caren Range is Canada’s oldest recorded forest.  The mining site, on crown land that is mostly working forest, will affect some old growth forest areas and wetlands.  There are federally protected species in the Caren Range, one of which is the marbled murrelet.

In the most recent information obtained from PPA, Environmental Technologist John Ellis reports that the company plans two or three open-pit mines over 25 years at the northern site.  Each mine will be 900 metres by 400 metres and 200 to 250 metres deep.  The crushed aggregate will be taken out by a 10-kilometre conveyor belt system that is eight to ten metres wide and therefore affects 100,000 square metres.  The conveyor will feed into the deepwater loading facility, which will extend about 150 metres through Wood Bay into Malaspina Strait.  From there the ore will be loaded onto Panamax freighters.  There will be two loads per week, each taking 16 hours to load.  Tugs will be required to facilitate the docking and de-docking.

Residents around Wood Bay are very concerned about dust, noise, light pollution, marine pollution, affect on marine traffic, property values and the quality of life in this residential/rural area.

PPA has stated that the Wood Bay deepwater loading dock will only affect six residences.  However, 50 residents around Wood Bay converged within 24 hours on hearing about PPA’s plans for a deepwater loading facility there, and immediately organized into what is now SOSC.  Membership is growing daily and now includes residents and recreational property owners on Thormanby and Lasqueti Islands.  

Vaucroft, at the northern end of Thormanby Island, looks directly across at Wood Bay.  A deepwater loading facility servicing Panamax-sized freighters will directly impact Thormanby residents, who rely on marine transportation to access their property.  

The loading facility will extend into Malaspina Strait, access route for recreational marine traffic heading to world-renowned Desolation Sound.  Malaspina Strait is also a haven for kayakers and fishers, and services log boom operators.

According to resident George Lenz (1-604-885-7234):

“Two decades ago there was a fish farm and processing plant in Wood Bay….When the owners sought to expand the net pens, the Sunshine Coast Regional District turned them down flat, in part because of vigorous protest from the public.  A few years later, another company sought to locate a second salmon farm just around the point to the south of Wood Bay.  This time it was the Coast Guard that nixed the idea, ruling the pens would pose a hazard to navigation.”

SOSC is joining forces with up to 30 groups on the Sunshine Coast opposed to the industrialization of Wood Bay and PPA’s proposed mines.

The Sechelt Indian Band signed a Memorandum of Agreement with PPA last fall.  Chief Stan Dixon supports PPA’s plans at this point, but various elders are opposed.  The band has therefore decided to hold its own band referendum on the issue.  (See attached clipping).

To proceed in Wood Bay, PPA must apply for rezoning and changes to the Official Community Plan, as well as undergo extensive environmental and other assessments.  Rezoning is the jurisdiction of the Sunshine Coast Regional District.

B.C.’s Bill 75, instituted to accommodate the 2010 Olympics, allows the province to bypass municipalities and regions if decisions are deemed to be to the advantage of the whole province.

The main market for the aggregate ore is California.  Product from the Sechelt Carbonate Project (northern site) is limestone, used in everything from cement to toothpaste and food additives.

According to the Government of British Columbia Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources website (www.em.gov.bc.ca/mining/miningstats/MarketAnalysis/executivesummaryhtm#Background):

“By far, California is the most important market for BC aggregates as local reserves are being depleted and in-state coastal producers are being displaced by rising land values and difficulties in obtaining site approvals… California’s population of 35.0 million is growing at 500,000 per year and it is forecast that California will require an additional 37 million tones/yr. of aggregates by the year 2030 – this is equivalent to 10 times Canada’s largest sand and gravel operation at Sechelt (3.1 million tones).”

In an interview with the Coast Reporter on April 7, 2006 Premier Gordon Campbell, who has a home on the Sunshine Coast and was visiting the Sunshine Coast-Powell River B.C. Liberal riding association, said about PPA’s plans: 

“My understanding is they are in the environmental assessment office with the first step, and it will take a number of months of consultation and study.”

B.C. Minister of State for Mining Bill Bennett visited Sechelt April 14, 2006 and toured the land and water where PPA is proposing mining operations.  He said in the April 21 Coast Reporter:

“Once government accepts the project it would enter the EAO process and would involve the federal government’s Navigable Waters and likely the Department of Fisheries and Oceans….But they are not there yet,” Bennett said.  “It is not a slam dunk.  I think it is important for people to know that.”

In its “Project Description Submitted to the British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office for The Sechelt Carbonate Project” (northern site) PPA describes Sechelt as “an industrial and logging town.” 

Vancouver Coast and Mountains (www.coastandmountains.ca) describes Sechelt as:

“…the cultural centre of the Sunshine Coast, which has a strong arts community with artists, writers, artisans and musicians well represented in the local population.”  

It describes the Sunshine Coast as:

“…a 180 km (110) stretch of paradise where the mossy rainforest drops from a sculpted shoreline into the Strait of Georgia, and winds itself northward beneath the Coast Mountains from Howe Sound to Desolation Sound.  Named for its 2,400 hours of annual sunshine, the Sunshine Coast could also be known as the Scuba Coast, the Fishing Coast, the Serene Coast, the Wildlife Coast, the Arts & Culture Coast or the Health & Wellness Coast – reflecting the many attributes of the region.” (www.vcmbc.com)

Of the 900,000 to one million visitors to the Sunshine Coast last year, 42% were from outside British Columbia.
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