PRESS RELEASE; FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MAJOR LIMESTONE PROJECT DEAD

ILLEGAL BLASTING CONTINUES

Sechelt-August 28th: On Friday August 24th and on Monday Aug. 27th PPA violated the terms of their Provincial mining license by setting off five illegal dynamite charged blasts that were heard throughout the Sechelt Inlet.  PPA are restricted from any industrial activity on the licensed part of the south site until they have a mining plan in place.  At this time, they do not have such a plan, according to Chief Mining Inspector Ed Taje.  Mr. Taje  also said he ordered them on Monday afternoon to desist from further blasting. In spite of this, there were two explosions noted after that time on Monday.  Rudy Riepe, former owner of the site, now claims to be the 'custodian' of PPA’s mining claims. 
PPA recently pulled the plug on their environmental assessment.  The controversial mining proposal by PPA (Pan Pacific Aggregates) for open pit mining on the Sunshine Coast has apparently come to a halt. On August 8th,   Interim CEO William Voaden stated that they will have to defer their submission for the 
environmental permit but will continue their drilling and material testing program principally in the southern zone.”  There are two sections; the licensed area directly above Snake Bay and the exploration area on the other side of the ridge.  It is in the exploration area only that PPA can continue to drill and test materials- with appropriate permits from the Province.
Jan Williams of FOSP gives credit for the success to the tireless efforts of local residents in blocking the mining development efforts of the company.  “Our success shows that an educated, organized and a determined community can have a voice in protecting their environment. Friends of the Sechelt Peninsula gratefully acknowledge the support of West Coast Environmental Law in approving the EDRF grant which was used to obtain a legal opinion regarding local government’s ability to enforce their zoning and bylaws against the Mines Act as well as the Sunshine Coast Conservation Association and Wood Bay’s Save Our Sunshine Coast group. We have commissioned legal research on how to prevent these type of dubious mining proposals being entertained in the future and would also like to see a deactivation plan for the North Site.”

Background :

In January 2005, a U.K.-based mining company, Pan Pacific Aggregates PLC (PPA) (AIM: PPA) used the province's new online registration system to stake mineral claims over the entire Sechelt Peninsula.  This claim included the mineral rights under most homes and businesses between Sechelt and the BC Ferry Terminal at Earls Cove. The project involved at least two open pit operations, the largest of which is approximately three square kilometers in size. The company announced plans to excavate more than 750 million tonnes of road mulch, limestone, dolomite and industrial minerals for continued exportation to California and around the globe for a minimum of 25 years – with six million tonnes of aggregate exports planned for its first year of production. Proposed distribution included conveyors linked to barges which would transport the aggregate through the world-renowned Skookumchuck Narrows. Later this was changed to a 10 KM conveyor belt to Wood Bay with a load out to ocean going ships. The next day, PPA claimed to have discovered the largest limestone deposits in North American.  This generated an intense public reaction.  There has never been any confirmation of an actual viable operation.  
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