PPA Speech

Pan Pacific’s proposed mine and off shore loading facility at Wood Bay will have a dramatic negative effect on the tourism business on the Sunshine Coast. The impact to the visitor experience will not only be felt visually and audiorally, but most importantly it will send a message to guests from around the world, that as  stewards of this special place, we failed in our responsibility to respect the beauty, peacefulness and ecological integrity of  our own home. As a tourism operator and resident of the Sunshine Coast, I feel compelled to help stop PPA plans to scar our beautiful land, pollute our sparkling waters and creating an atmosphere in our back and front yard of stress, industrial congestion and environmental degradation.

Bracketed by world class features of Mount Waddington, Desolation Sound and Princess Louisa Inlet, the Sunshine Coast contains assets which attract International visitors as well as providing abundant recreational opportunities for local residents. Our forest, parks, recreational sites, trails, and off road areas, provide residents and visitors with extensive opportunities for numerous outdoor activities. These include, hiking, golfing, camping, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, mountain biking, swimming horseback riding, mountaineering, angling, and kayaking as well as more passive activities such as wildlife viewing and birding watching, which is the number one leisure activity in the world. The Coast also offer exceptional marine leisure activities such as salt water fishing, sailing, kayaking, scuba diving and cruising.

Tourism and recreation in the Sunshine Coast is strongly linked to land and marine use and is directly dependent on back country, fish, wildlife and other resource values. Of the 100’s of Thousands of visitors we recieve, over ¼  of them directly participate in outdoor activities, while the majority of the remainder place a high value on the wilderness and wildlife attributes found through out the region. 
Visitors to the sunshine coast leave behind 60 million dollars each year, which they spend in tourism related businesses. In turn these revenues are not taken off coast, but in a large part put back into our community through employment and purchasing goods and supplies locally. The provincial government has set a target to double tourism by 2015. Over the next 10 years, we expect to welcome even more visitors to our coast, which will leave a potential of 125 million dollars in the local economy each and every year and not just for the next 25 years. Tourism operators live here, we work here and we play a key role in building a stronger community. We will not pack our bags in 25 years, leaving a big hole in the ground, and a scar on a mountain side. 

In fact because of Tourism operator’s dependence on the land and water, it is in our best interest to be steward of our natural resources. We take this stewardship very seriously, through nature and cultural interruptive programs, green initiatives and sustainability programs that we share with our guests and employees.
The Sunshine Coast also has a great opportunity to take a leadership role in Eco Tourism as well. Globally Ecotourism is growing three times faster then any other form of tourism development. And the Sunshine Coast has world class products to offer. Hiking in the Caren Range, Kayaking through Smugglers Marine Park, Bird Watching at Iris Griffith Sanctuary or viewing the wonderment of the Skumcomchuck Narrows are just a sample of what we have to offer. This tremendous opportunity can only be realized if the resident of the Sunshine Coast hold dear the values of ecological responsibility not just for today, not just for the next 25 years, but for the benefit of future generations.

Tourism and accommodation faculties provide residents with dining opportunities, golf courses, marinas, facilities to celebrate special occasions and when needed to accommodate friend and family members when they come over to visit. But we need your help in protecting our precious resources which are being threatened by PPA. This is not about economics, this is not about politics, this is not about employment, this is about community values, which you and I leave behind as a legacy. Is it a place that we enjoy and cherish for it’s natural beauty, it’s sense of calm and peacefulness, a place to reflect and rejuvenate? Or will it be a gaping hole in the spine of our peninsula, a scar down the mountains side and a shoreline of rusting industrial garbage that identifies our values. I ask each of you to consider the consequence of allowing PPA to leave behind their legacy in our community.
