May 14 Presentation by Paul H. Jones
[Editorial note: this is an after-the-fact outline by him of what he said, rather than a transcript of what was actually said.]

I began my remarks by telling the assembly about Friends of Caren and how and why the organisation was founded in 1991. FOC came together to get a new park and finding Canada's oldest forest, the find of Canada's first active Marbled Murrelet nest and our other work including visits to Victoria and taking more than 3,000 visitors to the area that became Spipiyus Park all played a role in getting us this brand new park.

The new park is very close to the adjacent area of the Caren Range where Pan Pacific is planning to develop an open pit minesite. I said any development of that area would impact Spipiyus Park because there would be fallout of dust and in any case there would be significant impacts to wildlife in the Pan Pacific area since the vegetation is the same, the trees are very old and most of the large number of lakes in the area are the breeding ground for Barrow's Goldeneyes, Mew Gulls, Ring-billed Ducks and other marine species including the Marbled Murrelet. I said that already riparian areas had been impacted adversely in respect of andronomous fish species, especially trout.

If the mine went ahead Spipiyus Park values would be compromised, since both areas share wildlife and vegetative cover and habitat.  I said the Lower Sunshine Coast would suffer a major shock to its pristine environment and that property values would inevitably decline.

Friends of Caren, I said would be ready to assist in the development of a unified position and strategy to oppose the development of a mine on the Caren Range and plans for any outloading works at Wood Bay or the Middlepoint area or at any other site. 

I have been a resident of Middlepoint for nearly forty years and still hold property in the area and said the meeting should be aware of three studies that had a bearing on the fragile nature of the Wood Bay/ Middlepoint Area. These were as follows: 
· The Marbled Murrelets of the Caren Range and Middlepoint Bight published by the Western Canada Wilderness Committee. Author Paul H. Jones. 2001.
· A Natural History of the Middlepoint Area.  Article by Paul H. Jones appeared in Vancouver Natural History Society publication Discovery, 2003.
· Bird Studies Canada has twelve years of Christmas Bird Count information for the Wood Bay/Pender Harbour Area which shows how important the area is for moulting seabirds and other winter species.
I said in closing that all three studies referred to the importance of this particular area especially since it is the only documented moulting area for the threatened Marbled Murrelet and a staging area for many other seabirds.

