From: "Pearson, Donna EMPR:EX" <Donna.Pearson@gov.bc.ca>
Date: October 23, 2006 10:48:32 AM PDT
To: <geonellie@dccnet.com>
Subject: Mines Act 
Dear Mr. Lenz: 

Thank you for your email dated September 26, 2006 concerning your request for information regarding the Mines Act of British Columbia
"Generally the Mines Act and validly enacted local government bylaws could both apply in various situations, however the Mines Act does not generally override valid bylaws. 
The focus of the Mines Act is on the regulation of mining activity. The proposed activity within the PPA compound area includes storage, use of non-permanent buildings, processing of core samples, these can all be mining associated activities. 
The Mines Act is not a land use statute. Bylaws on the other hand can deal with zoning, soil removal and other matters within the jurisdiction of a local government. A bylaw cannot regulate mining directly, but it can affect certain aspects of a mining operation. 
The past history of this site is very complex, a review of old files determined this small parcel was approved in 1993 under a valid exploration permit for temporary core storage, vehicle and misc uses. 
Although PPA and SCRD had agreed to pursue the re-zoning route, apparently that has now failed to materialize, however enforcement of local bylaws is still a matter between a local government and any business within their jurisdiction."
Thank you, again for taking the time to write. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me as indicated below.
Ron Bronstein 
Acting Regional Director - South Central Region 
Mining and Minerals Division 
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources 
7th Floor, 1675 Douglas Street 
Victoria, BC V8W 9N3 

Phone: (250) 952-0473 
Fax: (250) 952-0491 

