It was 36 years ago that our family discovered what we profess to be the most beautiful place on earth, the Sunshine Coast.  We couldn’t believe our luck.  We had just won the lottery of life!  Since that time we have spent our summer holidays, weekends and now retirement.

I am sure by now we have sizable shares in the BC Ferry Corporation!

Our children could hardly wait to come and explore the wonders of the seashore, swim in the bay, and forge through the forest on their little expeditions.

Now it is their children who come eagerly with the same enthusiasm and curiosity.

We camped out for many years come rain or shine, sometimes with streams of water running through the tent, graduating next to a little shed with bunks and a pot belly stove.

In 1984 came the building of our permanent home.   We laboured with love each weekend on this project, hating to rush for the last ferry on Sunday evening.  Finally our dreams were fulfilled and we retired to Paradise.

Everyday upon waking, I do not take for granted the beauty that surrounds me.   Suddenly that has all changed.  Now upon waking, it is as if from a bad dream.  I feel as though I have been violated.  A foreign company, Pan Pacific Aggregates, by the click of a computer mouse, obtained 72,000 acres in mineral rights on the Sunshine Coast

If their proposal of open pit mines with an a 10 kilometer conveyor system leading to a Deep Sea Port is allowed, surely that will wreak havoc on the spine of this unique Peninsula and all who inhabit her, animals and humans alike.

The lifestyle we chose on the Sunshine Coast was not that of massive industrial development.  We chose an environment that offered peace, tranquility, recreation in nature, where one can drive a short distance and be in the beautiful Caren Range.  Skiing in the winter, and in summer hiking, fishing, berry picking, bird watching, walking, exploring and soaking in the breathtaking views of Thormanby and Vancouver Islands.

Can you imagine being on your way to the pristine white sandy beaches of Thormanby and having to manoeuver  around a 243 meter Panamax freighter?

Websters dictionary defines community as both people, plants and animals living within a certain vicinity of each other.  Also people with similar values coming together for a common purpose or lifestyle.

The Official Community Plan of this region reflects the basic values that this community so dearly holds in common.

These are the values that we as a community want to instill in our grandchildren and future generations.  We do not want to be left with huge craters that we could perhaps call  -  Paradise Lost.

There are some who will say, “You just don’t want this in your backyard”    To them I say,”  The Sechelt Peninsula is the back yard of all who live on the Sunshine Coast.  You are right, I don’t.”

This is a portion of a letter written to the editor and I quote.

            “Step up to the plate, all you people who care,

            or the life we enjoy may no longer be there.”

