Dear Friends
We have been asked to attend a public information meeting called by Pan Pacific Aggregates on Thursday September 17th, 7pm at the Seniors Centre. The current situation with PPA is that they are endeavoring to get a mining permit to work on the south site just above Snake Bay.
We cannot let this happen. Our attendance at this meeting is a critical component to stopping any mining in the Caren Range.
A bit of background:
2005/2006
During the summer of 2005, PPA began mining on the south site directly above Snake Bay. In May, the month they began blasting, crushing, and hauling gravel off to market. They claimed that the area contained high quality minerals such as gabbro and wollastanite. At this time, they did not have their mining permits in place.  According to the FOI (Freedom of Information) obtained, their permits were not approved until October of that year. They began processing without having legal permits in place from the Province and without obtaining legal zoning and bylaws changes. The SCRD hired lawyers to have a review of their legal ability, as the local government, to enforce their zoning and bylaws when it came to the Mines Act. Lawyers hired by FOSP concluded that the SCRD had every legal right to enforce their bylaws and zoning and that in fact PPA had been operating illegally.
PPA then moved their project to the north site. They requested mining permits from the Province but in the end, PPA were unable to obtain a Comprehensive Environmental Assessment and could not move their project forward.
2007
It was noted and reported to the Chief Mining Inspector that on numerous occasions during the month of August, PPA, with their mining manager Rudy Riepe, were operating illegally on the south site. Under Mr. Riepe’s management, at least four illegal blasts, along with using heavy equipment and the noise generated by this equipment were reported to the Chief Mining Inspector.
The Chief Mining Inspector then issued a stop-work-order on Mr. Riepe’s activity and established a buffer zone of 100m around the First Nations ceremonial caves, the very caves that Mr. Riepe’s blasting was endangering.
This brings us to the current request by PPAs Rudy Riepe to allow him to mine above Snake Bay.
Since 2005, this company has operated illegally time after time and completely disregarded all community concerns. We have now, yet again been asked to comment on this request.
PLEASE ATTEND THIS MEETING AND COME WITH YOUR QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS.
I am reminded of the protest march against PPA in July, 2005, when marchers chanted PPA GO AWAY!!!
Sincerely,
Jan Williams
Concerned resident of Sechelt
