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The Caren Range _ New Voice, New Focus and  New Website

The Sechelt Peninsula's Caren Range, on British Columbia's Sunshine Coast and proposed location for a huge limestone mine, now has its own web site at carenrange.com. The site promotes conservation of the Caren Range's fragile ecosystem of ancient forests, myriad lakes and endangered wildlife.

"Being the oldest closed canopy forest in Canada is not the only title the Caren Range holds," says Paul Jones, Naturalist and chair of Friends of Caren, "It also gave birth to the oldest Western Hemlock ever found on Earth, reaching an age of 1,218 years before being cut down by a logging company in 1990." The Caren Range has the added distinction of producing the oldest recorded tree in Canada, a 1,836 year old Yellow Cyprus that was also cut down in 1990. A cross section of this tree's stump is currently on display at the Iris Griffith Interpretive Centre, located on the Sunshine Coast Highway just south of Ruby Lake.

A local non-profit group Friends of the Caren worked tirelessly in the early 1990's to halt logging in the old growth forest, and in 1998 succeeded in having part of the central Caren Range turned into what is now Spipiyus Provincial Park.

In 2005, a new threat reared its head on the Caren Range. Pan Pacific Aggregates began exploratory mine work among the headwater lakes of Carlson Creek, in the heart of what is known as the Southern Caren Range. This was included in an area proposed for park status in 1991 by the Western Canada Wilderness Committee. Pan Pacific has since submitted proposals for two massive open-pit aggregate and limestone quarries encompassing several square kilometers of mid-elevation wilderness that currently support forests, streams, wetlands and lakes.

"Pan Pacific has cut down ancient old growth and destroyed some of the beautiful wetlands already." says Ryan Logtenberg, Pender Harbour citizen and naturalist, "That is why a sense of urgency has come about to develop a web site that shows the public what we are at risk of losing."

In the battle to protect this area from an open-pit mine, carenrange.com is showing photos of the lakes and forests of the affected area and offering free desktop wallpapers of beautiful landscapes. The site also features a "take action" section where visitors can voice their concerns to government officials.

An events calendar and news relating to the Caren Range, including news concerning the mine, can also be found on the web site.
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