Community Advisory Committee – Second Meeting May 1 2006
Present: Cal Mark, Val Reid, and Johny Ellis – Pan Pacific Aggregates, Joan Pedlar – Sandy Hook, Gus Butt – Sechelt, Andre Sobolewski – Roberts Creek/Gibsons, Barry Pool – District of Sechelt, Don Cunliffe – Halfmoon Bay, Gary Nohr – observer for Sunshine Coast Regional District.  Absent: Fred Baldwin – Pender Harbour, Kal Helyer – Sechelt.

Discussion covered the following items:

Reclamation:  Photos were shown of various quarry projects that have been reclaimed as lakes, recreational areas, and reservoirs for local community water supplies.  The monies for quarry reclamation come from the quarry operator.  Bonding is now required for all quarry development projects.  Initially a cash amount is deposited, up front, that reflects the size of the project.  Subsequent options can include tolling an operation based on the tonnage being quarried, which is added to the reclamation fund.  In some cases the residual value of the plant and infrastructure may be designated as part of the reclamation fund, and proceeds from the sale of this equipment directed to reclamation at the end of the quarry’s life.  When a company has no development track record, such as PPA, the bond can be substantial.

Depth of the quarry in the Carbonate Project:  One pit will be approximately 600m x 900m in size.  The maximum depth is approximately one half of the narrowest width; therefore, the maximum depth in this case would be 300m, but more realistically 200 – 250m deep.

Underground operation:  Expensive, underground mining simply would not be an option, because the operating costs would be far greater than the value of the material being mined.  Different rules and regulations are associated with underground mining that add to the complexity and cost.  It may be possible to lengthen the quarry, but it will definitely not evolve into an underground operation.

Conveyor system:  Rumors have been circulated about fencing the entire length of the conveyor, intrusive lighting, a 50 meter swath for the conveyor, noise, etc.

Fencing:  Will be erected for safety purposes near roads and other locations where there could be human interaction, for distances that will probably be in the order of 150 meters, at conveyor transfer points and around motors.  Lighting will be installed along the conveyor but only used during operating periods.  The opening will be in the order of 8 – 10 meters wide.

Lighting at loadout facility:  Light pollution is an issue, because it attracts fish, which in turn attract seals, which in turn attract killer whales resulting in fish predation issues.  Efforts will be made to reduce lighting to minimal levels to mitigate fish predation.  There will be marine navigation lights, lighting for safety on the catwalks (used only during operating periods), and lighting to illuminate the ship’s hold during loading.  All lighting will be the absolute minimum and use full cutoff type fixtures.  http://www.darksky.org/index.html 

Conveyor Right of Way:  The swath required for the approximately five foot wide conveyor belt, would be eight to ten meters wide, to provide access for service vehicles for maintenance and repair.  The length of the conveyor would be about 10,000 meters, probably in 1500 meter lengths with video surveillance along the entire length.  Most of the conveyor will not be fenced.  Large culvert underpasses and elevated sections where there are abrupt changes in topography will permit animal movement under the conveyor.  The conveyor will go under the highway at Wood Bay, and mostly will not be visible to traffic, much like the Con Agg conveyor under the highway in Sechelt.

Ships:  The ships will be Panamax size, which is the largest that the Panama Canal can accommodate.  The draft for a ship of this size is 14 meters and at low tide there must be at least 2 or 3 meters under the keel.  There will be two vessels a week; arriving early morning, loading for up to 16 hours at four to five thousand tonne per hour, then leaving in the evening.  This is a similar ship-loading schedule as ConAgg.  The noise will be mainly from the tugs that will assist ship docking.  The first few minutes of rock falling into the ship onto the steel hull is generally the noisiest loading activity and it has been found that even this has limited aerial extent.  Once a small cushion of material is in the ship’s hold, that is rock falling on rock, not onto the steel hull the activity is no longer audible.

Bathymetry:  Has been completed.  The survey area extends past the proposed loading facility for about 500 meters.  Survey includes bathymetry and an acoustic survey (similar concept to seismic) for ‘typing’ the ocean’s floor.  Solid rock is expected with little unconsolidated cover.  The depth water is up to 117 meters in front of Wood Bay.  A dive survey, detailing marine biology, will go to a depths of 30 meters.  The same firm that did the Trail Bay loader design will be doing the conceptual design for Wood Bay.  A decision on the Wood Bay site will not be made until June.

Is it necessary to have a deepwater port:  The alternative site in Sechelt Inlet can accommodate 6000 tonne barges.  The products would have to be taken to a location, such as Texada Island, to be reloaded onto a Panamax ship, a costly procedure.  The main target market area is California, which is a market equivalent in size to all of Canada.  Accessing this market requires large volume transport to be economically viable.

South Pender Harbour Water District:  A topographical map showed that the mine does not drain into the Anderson or Haslam watersheds.  The Carbonate Project is located within the Carlson watershed.  The process plant will be 80 meters lower than the height of land; transfer to adjacent watersheds is not a concern as water rarely flows uphill.

The capital cost of the Carbonate Project is estimated at 100 million dollars.  Exploration, permitting, and engineering is still going to take up to two years to complete.  Only exploration and design will be taking place during this period.

The capital cost of the Garnet Project is estimated at 15 million dollars.  Exploration and engineering work will be continuing this year.  This project could be brought into production as early as next year.

It was recommended that PPA make more effort to engage the public now, rather than waiting for the completed studies.  There is rising opposition to the mining project, and positions are becoming hardened, with landowners not understanding the process.  PPA has planned to put a flyer in the local paper, updating the public on the progress to date.  A meeting is also being planned with the property owners in the area adjacent to Wood Bay.

It was commented upon that there had been gaps in the consistency of information supplied by some PPA representatives at Open Houses and Forums.  These lapses called into question PPA’s credibility.

CEAA triggers:  There are three CEAA triggers for the Carbonate Project - explosives, fisheries, and navigatable waters.  Explosives will be contracted from a licensed supplier who will provide a satellite magazine – explosives will not be a trigger.  For the Sechelt Inlet option, the facility will not be in the water, it is cantilevered from the bank – Navigable Waters and DFO not triggers.  The project using the Sechelt Inlet option could be done without any CEAA triggers.  HOWEVER, PPA has taken the position that there will be CEAA triggers and decided to do comprehensive study level investigation from the very beginning.  This has been stated repeatedly since last July.  The proposed facility at Wood Bay will trigger CEAA under Navigable Waters and Fisheries.

It was asked where the public can input their concerns?  The public can send their concerns directly to PPA: any written submission will form part of the applications, or they can send their concerns EAO BC who will then send them to PPA.  The Terms of Reference for the applications are in preparation.  PPA is currently revising the draft TOR based on feedback from government agencies.  We expect to have a comprehensive draft TOR completed after the next Working Group meeting.  EAO then expects to make the draft TOR available for a 30 day public comment period before we finalize terms.

Recent reports have noted that at the Trail Bay barge loading site, there is a marked increase in Dungeness crab, rock cod and ling cod, partially due to small volumes of spilled material creating habitat.

Garnet Project

Questions were again raised concerning sound transmission water.  The crusher and processing plant will be enclosed, and located behind a hill, out of sight and keeping noise contained.  The face of the hillside will be ‘stepped ‘down, with the top step being reclaimed while the third step is mining.  Diamond drilling is expected to start in June, taking place at various locations all over the quarry site.  As this equipment uses small engines, there will be no noise concerns.  There will be core cutting in the compound, which is the sawing of the cores in half for assaying using a masonary saw.  This noise is comparable to a neighbor cutting wood with a skill saw.  A demonstration will be set up at the compound for interested parties.

The quarry operation is expected to produce 700 tonnes per day Monday through Friday, day shift only, no weekend work.  The process plant will run 500 tonnes per day typically operating 350 days per year.  Local truck traffic will access through the Trout Lake road and haul at a rate of nine trucks per week.  The balance of the products will be moved to Carlson Point.  The products will be stored at Carlson Point in a warehouse with sufficient capacity for one barge load every two weeks through Sechelt Inlet.  The destination of the barges will most likely be Tacoma or similar location and then by rail to US markets.

There is still too much snow for a tour of the mine sites.  We expect that by the end of May we can arrange a tour for our advisory committee.

